
«1 fnt»rtft!niii*n( 
And 


Shalty 

through M iiindown 
pleasing to all 
become* a living thing 


drive thA Can non H*|] 
The reauit in 
For me John Henry 
for Mr. 
music utiin- 
For Mr. 
folk-music in its 
proper setting, for Mr. Voorhees It 
Is s couple or minutes* leisure in 
which he can concentrate upon his 
enfre-act selection, and for Charles 


intsf tbs music of "John Henry, 

1 earn t+t \h* treble melody in I hlbiled by arbitrary form 
ftmr *forar Umi, with the bass in J Robeson 
f!*e-e fbt Unit, With a slight gra- 
daUot from th« altos, we ll have 
that Crawfish song sounding right. 1 * 

If said Don Voorh***, from ths 

orchestra pit “you try anything I Friedman h the director, it is an Act 

like tMi my musicians will go \ Q nt CUr ta in . 

era mj ** * * + 

■ If, said Joshua Whit*, the j Just as it is difficult to fit the 
Kind Lemon of ths play, "y’all John Henry music into precon- 
erebestr* boys drap out and don't celved form, it is also difficult to 

bmss ms tip wid all dem keys and | classify John Henry as a character 

! in literature. If you recall your 
"Uncle Remus” tales you will re¬ 
member "Miss Meadows and de 
gals,” upon whom Br'er Rabbit 

would pay a call on certain occa¬ 

sions. That was all anybody ever 
learned about Miss Meadows and 
de gals. The Little Boy asked 
point-blank who they were, and Un¬ 
cle Bemus, the best of all story 
tellers, wisely refrained from ex¬ 
plaining that the art of story tell¬ 
ing 1 required certain avenues of 
escape from the tension of concen¬ 
trated action. He merely said. 
"DayYe in de story. Kf n you don't 
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'JOHN HENRY' SINGS 


John Haitrr Itgtnilat^ nrgn| man of Kagfo folklor•. hat iowit to 
iht in th* p^rtori of Pool Mhqp Tha play •a* writitr by 

>wrti >r»df«ft) with itiuiif by JacqvM Wall* Abav* Jain Htnrf 
it tli«wvi u ho tint appear* o*> ih* I****, bf hit prowii* 
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mr EDW.AM Z-Ztn* 

|«|a iwi wT ti# 
i h «‘l «dhia' W ■ b« 

Is* 4 / I <h'I FW Na« JriW 
rs a# ■»ft ■ *«* nif Aflww 

Lm 4 . M 

ff 4 ** mi # iraiiv f* « v Ajji <4 

THE FIRST anybody ever really saw of John 
Hfftry w«4 down at the docks in Columbia. 
La * vie the ri ver boat Good Gel Irene was 
kedmj cotton for New Orleans. All them 
otter itonesv Uke how the moon turned 
Hwl-red and the nvers flooded over when 
h* «4i bom, and how he rasaled 300-pound 
rairjrw* hoji when he was a boy, ail them 
1W7 tifTi? afterwardi, the way stories 
sr*- always look mi to attach themselves on 
10 a Enao Ltk* that 

Jt»hn Henry com* rwinging on to the pier 
it Columbia, that day with that easy, dancing 
itep of hi*. and you couldn't hardly keep 
from noticing him He wan a hig, black man, 
, JJt forjt tall and 200 pounds and big scion 
id# chest and ihoulders His hair was thick 


and curly, and his teeth were shiny while, 
He wore a pair of old blue denim pants, 
flared just a little at the bottom, and a black 
leather belt studded with rhinestones. He 
had on an old blue work shirt, so worn you 
could almost see through it, and w used to 
John Henry that it fit him like a second 
layer of skin. The lop four buttons were 
open from the neck, end the edges of the 
shirt were rolled under so his chest was open 
to the sun- In ah the time anybody ever saw 
John Henry, he never wore a hat and never 
kept his chest covered when the sun was 
shining- "The sun is hard on white men and 
horses," he used to say. 4l But for colored men 
and mules, it's de Lawd's own stren'th*' 

Well, the day John Henry came down to 
the wharf, Mr. B. Beau Barton, captain of 
the Good Gol Irene, was having him some 
trouble getting his ship loaded down. It had 
rained all the week before, so the cotton bales 
were wet and heavy and the plank leading 
up from the pier to the steamboat's stage 
wna slick and slippery. Now a bale ot cation 
weigh* 2U0 pound! when irt dry; wet Like it 


was. it was so heavy thal the roustabouu Line up 
moving around slower and slower and slower ft* 
Good Gol Irene was already paying txm totist 
charges for half a day. and the cotton wasn't rwhom 
than half loaded. j 

Big Johnno, Mr. B. Beau Barton s vaUtmj t>» i» J 
running around, shoving the roustabouts tnckuintar J 
■nd kicking some ol the lazier ones hslt*.j 4»J 
clank Every now and then, bed jump raw latkni I 
and put two bales ol cotton on hi. bach jut 1» j 
bullie* how il should be done 


W ELL, Big JohnntJ was i u!l thl! 
about in the land. Big Joto *** ?-£**£\ 
Beau Barton between Colw>*• ^ ™W * 

push the unload^and ho ^ 

on the levee allowed to W* r(ul ]tl « an* 

Well, Big Johnno was such P° wna* 

he took a diflerenl **■■■ *2^. »«• «*J 
even swapped over in rou ntij M -’= (4 __ 

a purl/ little thin* fror " 0 [ U.cUrW# ' 

Ann—was situng up u, the ^ ,ui- ^ 
where the gangplank m J3 

At the bottom of to* - ^ 

the rhythm the way 




«f W tbm to John K« nry and 

ipW Mw ’'f** “** ** J**ll*o wtt two of 

^ 4 Mfl ptenfc. Ut l JM« (« wNrthrt yob *e » 

sfrr « av*t or ■ bncen" run - 
^ Wrarr *wm *rrwf b ib ixh «f the kH*«. au* 
bemka «tc« W»ef cn««i «*f <w 4 n ( lim 
, h*to tV V w*ifc#d up the Bn# end ^ to* 
jrttniair«;Bi«*tf u* Halfway up, lV(h 
* at** and Month ltd *f*ifta.i th* cuy rope Hie 
jMb fUfted lb aub, but John Henry jyjj rhrfted; the 
•*-.£« k™ toe (haulbferL, hunrhed it tack into pito-r 
m* aafred j* ■up 4«ila thr iU|f Hr Mopp'd >1 tot 
bp. V*#m rn PoU« Aon. and Hipped tof baMa 4 mi 
•M n*lit John tEmry.-* Mr ft Beau Barton uid 
Tra ■ (Wed *« a dollar and w* turn a 4*7 m 
tbr'a *■> «** tbw* a **.* 1 John Jfefu? «*m ”1 
- -«-■ ■ a* • (toiler bra trail and I winu piiuf' 
m Hr* fWn and I whim m# a purty litlL* nl Juit 
tor* Mr Mb Yw (ir* im tlv tafiin*. t]*p‘n. and 
n td p[ ir<r own swfij **i r 
Ha hxS. tom bti and OpW, *i V r A\t* Ann 
He A Ikau BtrUn drafted il liif JahnM, and llw 
■ mat ki Jonr. Henry You hh! you wh ■ nalirTaJ 
mm rnt r*x- anfli vmi. but lit* Jofinre* has b*rh 
to tatoa Tv* * Mf lifhr flofura I (Ira y 4 U a 

Mv ira rrau tod pa aa t r io Hr* Qrtauii !!«!»»* 
«* arm* mar* cotton than Jtihnito can C*mr it 
to lab Urn mm that hihra the moil to(W up lhal 
toto m Ptofl to M™ f/rlapA* with that puflv bill* 
to An* rrvft Ott back country "" 

iai ha i M iner? tfcr*w tng fenlM at catkin oil ftu 
to ant tkraa rwatatrrJt; i*nvd ud t rirmblrd In 
to • toot 4M up to by «f toft TV vilihl bfito'i 

ao totoba tot M -*y*tH to V wajbrd but V 

Atr mm iiaaaCMiwd away and rt*rted up tot irtihh 

V puna *<*t Mbri tod thakinf and Uwin i Jofemw 
•Nut at* gwf rm** Hi pot thfaa-quarVTt of Uw 
r *r to iHtot MW* to* *to Via atafltd in toppk 
■» Hbto Ik* | i n a i b agp ij mam to try *» •«**> « 
# M*p* M I nt ia i am i bam undra kW tM top 
M *M *m Arab, Lb tra lain oral tw*t and 


■•Ju ton* M«mrr b * 





atomi rati toia-ifif ■ alto 

p| M afan* pli| JltoMI had 
* ta rn* tmuM a HUM lit and 
th. a*am- Mil Ua ■*!«* nt lh- 
am a tod f>«ih ■*»! M ■»* 

ipi f » 4 |i* - Jripil 4 pfkP IbWlfc Hi N 4 * 

4 Mfl Ml Mph 4 MVffi 


And that *« how Jchn. Hrwy took, tip wrilb that purty 
IlHla hll *r a (hint frtto t ht baft rtuntry. Perth* Ann 
And thai wit hew Hotry b^anw lop hand for 

Hr fi fkau Barton off tv lUambtoL Cwrf Cat tmma 
John Hmn rausftad thr alto and c*|)*d out [ha rhythm 
Ut* a *oxl waiting bon thouW. 

Man nit 4 mfl* -trai Kfz Otp nd mran^ioh' 

AtoHl bm’i Ihr Ifttoui yo* rwr wia-ph' 

ftllh Aim *«l hark and forth front Nnw Oeiriiu 
to Cfilumbu with John Henry, but the wu il way* aTi*r 
him—Eitr a womaiv ilvin it—to leave the lem and 
•able down. 'John Henry," ahe'd tijr, “you atvi im 
«’« bKi nuunlry (Oik W* ot j hippy Lnrin” on ihr 
Land hkw Dv Oood l-ord owafti rt," 

And John Henry would say 'Women. **1 hral yo' 
raise ataiiHt my can I wai born on a farm and I 
worked on a turn and I m a farm I wu walkin' 
altof twhmd a «wJw on* day *h» I wu Je*' a twelve 
year-old. and 1 era* dal mule doin' all the w v*h, 
•■tolUtof 1 uto a-atn*A' *m naiacUa atutot de 
end 1 khoard ri|ht Up* Lhal farms *cfr meant U* 
ffiiiln Ml lor aiiwal nw* fc And 'V Btoiy 

began tu uv bta tom 

AH'm a mam af mmttiat o*d a maa of ™eai 
My tfrratA u from (he in 
r at warfcad and f'w |»#M, 
r« thrra aad Tea do«e. 

A *4 r*e aawra Pra* Vtfed mi 

-Jw* il you warn M rtay with it»# and t* my wo*iwp»».“ 
ha told bar, 'ywo i** a l*t* n»* *ar mhaA t am and dto f l 
gira aw tm kxhet 'Cauto lhare'a too many women 
draatlh kwh <•! town for m* to pul up with LM w*£Kin 
kMiaw at no aad wnman'a dauilhtaf " 

W*(IL Patito AMI W*» 41 * 1*1 than, end they h«vt t«tn l 
im* tnd ferlh im lha Gtmd rtal Irene U^l «• day 
Mi A Itoen Ukrto* >vmc up In John Henry ahd M **> 
fNlin llanry, lh«n«i ii gum to ha e 1*1 more totort 
fr i»n an tm Wlt*n we ImwI in |(hl Kill 141 



















■ssras a ITatural 

*»■ **** bo,, ■’ , 8j * Johni *> Mid "He's lookin' 

m m tag-taik 

Wet,, Hrfir> uid to Mr B. Beau Barton, "Cap'n 

m,* ■*»* “ Henry, and John Henry is what pt*opl<> 
c*U tae Tm Jooktn for to do some roustaboutin' on this 
«*d ^ rousubmilin' is what youYe needin* here. 

Wh*i I ***v£i to know is how much you pav top wages'*” 

Mr & Beau Barton took his cigar out'of his mouth 
and lopped hard at John Henry, Then he took his 
ttn» hat. wiped around the inside with the flat of his 
baa d and flicked the sweat away Top wages/* he said, 

1* a dollar a day, but only top bullies sot top pav. What 
Invr yau ever work at before, John Henry?” 

'I never work on no levee nowhere," John Henry said. 

-Cause Vm from the back country. But I'm a natural 
man. Cap'n. Any work what takes muscle and sweat, l 
rtr: i -o better*n anyone yet. My day-wagp for you, 

C*p n is a dollar ten, ’cause ! haul more cotton than 
any three men." 

Big Johano let out a sharp laugh. "It's like I said. 

Thu ain't no big workin' man This here is a big 

wiirtft man/* 

But Mr, B Beau Barton took a long haul on his cigar 
sod looked John Henry up and down. He called for a 
couple of baling hooks, handed them to John Henry and 
told bun. "You seed Big Johnno carry two bales of 
cotton up that plank. Let's jest see whether you're a 
cfcrrym' man or a braggin' man," 

John Henry went over to the side of the levee, dug 
each of the hooks into a bale of cotton and swung them 
oa hif back. Then he walked up the pier and up the 
just aa easy as you ever saw. Halfway up, though. 

** bt * »kek and aiumbled againsl the guy rope. Big 
Joferinc started lo amile, but John Henry just shifted the 
weight across hi* shoulders, hunched ii back into place 
^ walked on up onto the stage- He slopped at the 
^ winked at Polite Ann, and flipped the bales down, 

All right, John Henry," Mr, B. Beau Barton said. 

^ m k* 1 '**! ■* a dollar and ten cents a day.** 

■ | 111 
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* - <- **«t ht n iIt)UJHI! 

vuu w i n t wrong, but Big Johnno has been 
n‘ Iwsi fur i lung time. Before 1 give you a 
cents and passagr to New Orleans* I got to see 
in' more cotton than Johnno can. 'Cause it 
|gir — the num that hikes the most cotton up that 
glint i s gotng to New Orleans with that purty little 
jipU t * Ann from the back country !“ 

Wdi. Big Johnno threw two bales of cotton on his 
and three roustabouts sweated and grumbled to 
i third bale up on top of them* The walking boss's 
tart** buckled and he wavered as he walked, but he 
finally got straightened away and started up the plank. 
The plank went bucking and shaking and tossing Johnno 
*gunsl the guy ropes. He got three-quarters of the 
way up, though, before the top bale started to topple 
over When Big Johnno hopped over to try to keep it 
m balance, his footing went from under him. The top 
bale went over first, the other two bales went next* and, 
anally Johnno himself went toppling over the rope and 
into the river The three bales, sank to the bottom 
rod poor Johnno swam ashore. 

^ ELL. John Henry, he took three bales of cotton on 
his back and he walked up that plank* a-bouncing and 
a-springing like it was, without ever missing a step 
along the way, When he got to where Big Johnno had 
slipped, John Henry just broke into a little jig and 
danced his way up onto the stage. At the edge of the 
stage, he shifted around, back and forth, until he was 
holding up all three bales with just one hook in his 
left hand. Then he swung his right arm out and swept 
up Follie Ann. 

John Henry swung full around—with three bales of 
cotton on his back and Follie Ann under one arm—and 
he looked Big Johnno square in the face Big Johnno 
rt&rted toward the plank, then he stopped and took a 
long look at that big man on the edge of the stage 
Big Johnno dropped his head and slunk off the levee, 
no one ever saw him in Columbia, La,, again. 


Mr r n o ^ John Hf?nr * top hand for 

jDh n B H BCaU Bart ° n 0f the sleamt »*>< Good Gal Irenv 
John Henry rousted the cotton and called out the rhythrr 
like a good walking boss should: 


' leM he ‘* big and mea^yek 
Right here s the meanest you ever seen—yeh! 

Pome Ann went back and forth from New Orleans 

hi ^ ,T J ° hn HCnry ' but she was 

3 Trr tl Way * iS_ “ t0 leRVe the and 

J » hn . H . enry ’” she ' d sa y. “you an<* me. 

ha U ,0lk - We 0n y ha PPy livin' on the 

land like the Good Lord meant it.” 

And John Henry would say: "Woman, don't beat yo’ 
voice against my ears. I was born on a farm and I 
worked on a- farm and I seen a farm. 1 was walkin' 
along behind a mule one day when I was )es’ a twelve- 
year-old, and I seen dat mule doin' all the work, 
a-pullin' and a-strivin* his muscles against de harness, 
and 1 knowed right then that farms were meant for 
mules, not for natural men. n And then John Henry 
began to sing like this: 

Ah'm a man of muscles and a man of sweat. 

My ftren'th is from the run. 

Vve worked and !'ve fought, 

Vve been and Vve done* 

And Vve never been bested yef 


“So if you want to stay with me and be my woman, 
he told her, “you jes' take me for what 1 am and don’t 
give me no bother. 'Cause there’s too many women 
draggin* back of town for me to put up with the waggtri 
longue of no sad woman's daughter, 

Well* Follie Ann was quiet then* and they kept gom; 
back and forth on the Good Gat Irene. But one 
Mr B. Beau Barton come up to John Henry andl he_ 1 

"John Henry, things is goin' to be a lot more easier 
from now on. When we land m [On Pafc* 



John flnu 7 n k 1 


Th^n ft* mil IK*1 #**Hiie3wr bach wvttt 
in- IllKU w*r* tawlml** «***=* 
WpJJ. JohO itmrj nlud hack » 
tflhh. and lurad a™ hi* tmPf 
'IVi‘ jiartiJiK- he M«d, pokiftJt 
pinbtJi^ltaiH in U» TT*- ' I ■ P* lf 

'Meii'Vlardin looked, at hl» hoJe 
Mr a while. iJirh He looked M John 
Heitr? for « While. Ihe* he Iwnk^l uE 
[he rjipruhll^r foe a wl». Theft He 
iiix«ih«I hit *yn* and folded fit* card* 

Util Liilri -Kinju Win"' 

Well. John ifonrr rtpred b»ck ijF 
Miwfi fur n™ mnnihi and II dan. mflU 


a Amy " 

"OWn. Fin m hajj;intJ-^Wtfi*n nun 

and iifi wit nfmicT tty ww r<r « 

d*jr U • do!lu and t*o ftnU" 

"W* i»fi ntn,' U» KlUnf tHi Hid 
walking away "Bui we don't [[■> ho- 
Mi lhal hind dt wiir." 

“Hot fvrn ■ man thal nq do Dip vwl 
of any Ihras men’ 1 "" 

Th* hiring k™ turned btfk |rouh| 
and trHiked at John Henry (ft a »hih 

■’You ■« Hi we ™*en wtvrkiflg iharr'" 
hr taiil 

Where Ihr mnvlrei were ^ work 
1 he re were four Of ihem m a lllll,: 
clfirlr, chained tMClhiT ai the anklet 
Annihrr man held Ihr. ■[like agailLil 
■he rail, then iher started to harnmrr 
one alter annlber. to. pnrfem rhythm 
khuiliinj around m Lhe-lr email rlrp'lr 
ofte hammer landing j«m| U Ofle pulled 
!*« Where the regular railroad ri*«, 
were at work, there were only three 


Mr imiarU and rweal ibd that w*j Hhir 
day far jid Bat near u Uw day fur 
rape and ifeeL and tl !»b like you u 

Anrf he gave John Henry n hundred 
Julian btrl p*Y and he bade John 
lirarj |wd day 

And FVilbr Ann utdJ "Lrf’i take lhal 
hunnerl dallari and buy ut a piece- of 
;«4Hf hark Ln the cane brafcyp. Ykkhtf Tike 
Mr a ik«u BtMcii has said. the day of 
ntuaele and rweal b dead " 

And John Henry teid to Uir door. 
-Wiaee y«*g gtun J , John Henry:" atw 


Id jet u round tantr and have a Utllr 
IklH. 

Jditd Ffenry looked a| hlu awn hands 
and Ehttf* were rt> calluses there any 
more Ife looked at hu own anus amp 
the muMMf had finne alack- Hu locked 
aE hit own waist and he that the 
fl«h wti finny soft 

"Jtob Johnston." he laid, "ti rall- 
rnailjn' work for a naloral man'" 

Sob JnhnrfOT »ld: -| been forkin' 
On the railroad and now the raitrnad'l 
drrfie While fliTfi add hone mfll twij, 
m the gueadit tut“ 

"Bob Johnston, - John Henry did, 1* 
(I «ort_ that itnJni at a man's 


faat as nay ihrre bot men'' Ihr tunju 
man ui4 'You ihow me yotp can. and 
roTa il wet a dollar im" 

Am) John Henry nidi. "Faster* 

The hiring boss let up the ton ten. 
with Lri Arne holding the ipikei for 
John Henry The bu-tn.g Emu uid 
■'You’ll dtlvtr ten ppiku each whan you 
hear Ihe whirttle'i fclret. When ihn 
lenih ipphe'l In, tamcbnly'l hrnl " 
John Ht-nry went pj the leHrlihwl t* 
Ml hammer, ond Li'] AIFIw »™i 
with him loetl ten i_p i ki-s Am) Lil 
Alfle ia id ’'Be carefu) how you twih* 
tha| ihmi, cauae Tm never goin' tn 
haavoTL 

John Henry nid; -Co get them apuhet 
and Hme hack w-iih eleven - 
And Lri A3he wniied 
Jtdvi Henry took a 12-poumt ham- 


baek Thoy bury two miiT« and > 
wkir«) man for every mile of trackr 
And John llrnry raid 'Bari my kind 
of work, man I linu la ny it Whc rt 
dae.ua railroad men «o to gat hired?" 

™* rmJtwbd man shook his= head and 
MJd Elke thj. -tot. Joy Could aaVed « 
dajjar n II ay tor a million daya, and pvnw 
Elf* Ai'IWint the C & O railroad doivn 
Weal Vlreinja way Come nnoiher 
rraudh aruf (he i-idtoad crew u gonna 
hit Big Bend klmmUiin and mn tn die 
nn,Lhrou|h. Big Bend Woiihlam Ji iw* 
miJei hifb and three miles wide They'* 

***££2. 

itluUMl Silk rkl._____. 


r iT-“‘ aw-yjT iw (HIT. jonn nenry. 

r.l we you when ynu get hart m bo 

- f*t here in Ihu jjtEJe oU rhur. PMkin" 

flrr_r > aTtnt down |g the btrt 

M Ml Aft d .hM Ben Hardm'a gam- 
™ lay hu tuohey on tlvr 
b-r trvi maw -fm John 
r*n • aatura] jb*il Tm hig and 
poaa ied hwKUHhe T^err'i 1 kuhhrrt 
roll and 1 aim to get 

rt«T JTOT dfewok 
-W gat-i^ag arar bttt they nil 

"t*"* »**i a is^g tail man m a 


trie and the wege-nn-o on the other 
pm thrcf-wrn crew went rLtfht to work 
banpjLn the ipikm ^ while John Henry 
wm atill genin' the feel of Urn tun»- 
filer a welthL By Ihe time he hod 
driven four tpikes home the olhrr iidf! 
rJrrjvo ojghi. 

Anti then John Henry uid "All 
nghi. Li t Alfic r my hammer'a genn* 
tlarl iiniin'. Put down them ipiket 
4hd ijue cm dtrwh und pull away 
Vhir flngeri " 

Ln Aide Mood Lbc tpplun on th* 
grtiuiyd. and John dfftvc m&h i 4 

Ihern dawn with ant great iwjng of hu 
Hammer 6j ihe time the other iute 

Md rlrlvtti £S«r malh tpiVa m. JeWu> 
Henry Had caught litem Oftr mom 
iieknj and fut tenth ipke tapped ihetn 

And John llrfiry H ld: TO AJSe, 
JiHu got one ipik lef and iho'i a 
















HuT ht 

"*■ “emnc *lW'-fcpi 

* l*« da-, Eld Utamr Llt*^| 

tt Ihrr -ataMl l(w fr ^ M 

* h *“ i *t*I ****** ”*rHw r ; 
-<™ -f .hr hind, "**«* , 
htobdlr t.rri AH Ihr vWfttkl. b4| 

it* fimtiiiflic inu i m i ncrti <4 r«t 

!»**.** ind titanjr .k>.tn M k 

M.rt twin* « Inin hufl h> <n.i 
Mhcly Ji»hi. lltill* ,/W i( t r 

EWAlkl **rd tn>m mum* i^Un 
linn Iut ih E gbctun Mayfea ha 
*“ * wto1rr r Uhl Alt (Jama 

W*fl, 4H Lb APFnc crthtr Ojlfftt*, 
w« In Unglanil lIum.i* WwM 
War II Miyfa tmm knew Ma t 
i«t Mm In ur caw he h*oi 
inr a pom! card Whh rbr 
cjijlinc picture whiLh Mum 
lacn^ my titiagtnirhfti »» mil 


JSII bt a Mi* time aka. I d 
wranl ihr VII ha4 n <H I Oft* hr 
lorr juaaed «w«j Km* fj****- 
5fh wiimiaXini Alt <rfrJ.il ha 
Il ii H U i and *t tan* n W.ntd 
Wat | #U on)* rhre* yrat* 
away. Such itepcAdMw* rirnti 
and all of lJSt« huliiAal 
nfnwnn pnrvofccd by i tunplr 
Ek«< wd farm ihr kaiuit 4 4 
iLugH, a tlruiff ahi datu'l 
etn hare (be u»c urtaml 
u I. 






































































































The History of the / 
Greenbrier Branch 


Hy William P. McNeel 
Put 12 

1 masi say the passenger 
bu iness on the Greenbner 
Branch described two weeks 
aa o was not due to potential 
passenger traffic. The nuyor 
reason was the forests of the 
Upper Greenbrier Valley and 
the potential t£?ffic to be de¬ 
rived from the development of 
this timber resource. As al¬ 
ready mentioned one of the 
major factors that assured the 


The traffic to and fr OI - . 
mills and tanneries as well^ 
the hauling of agriculture 
ducts and the needs, of the h.?' 
iness community made DUs 
Greenbrier branch a ver\ ^ e 
piece of railroad. As earlv? 
October 1901 the Hinton fw 
News reported that the am oum 
of freight on the Greenbrie 
far reaches the most sanguine 


mited building of the Greenbrier was 
don’t the plans of the West Virginia 
citing Pulp and Paper Company 
to supply its new puId mill 
is an from Cheat Mountain. The be- 
i op- ginning dates for the pulpwood 
is, I shipments (January 28, 1901) 
rida. and start-up of the big Cass mill 
y to (January, 1902) have also been 
it a given. 


The Cass mill was not th( 
first to begin shipping lumbei 
on the new railroad. The Green 
brier Valley Lumber Co. ($ 
John T. McCraw creation) al- 

25 Sf Z.™ 1 ' at Maf'inton 
c&0 track ar ™ed. 
£7,"“" 7 S loca,cd above 

KCniAtSP" in ,,0 <. 

Ib 1^03. 1902 . and Harter 

Tt 
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Cass when the town was 


expectations and is a cause oi t 
womderment.” The completion .* 
of the Coal and Iron Railroad to i 
Durbin from Elkins in August t 
190J provided additional traf¬ 
fic that was interchanged with i 

that line, 

Detail* on freight operation’ a 
*« not too well known as the n 




























i PURTIEST GIRL YOU EVER SAW 
SIPPIN’ CIDER THRU A STRAW 
Dklt Henderson, who is the voice ol good relations for Union 
J Carbide, i company that keeps lots of West Virginians eatings 
I last found time fo comply with Hillbilly's standing request 

jl continue the series of pretty girl pictures that used to 

come from that office years ago* He just happened to have on 
\ picture of Debbie Burdette of Slasonsvlile, who Just 

happen* to be nipping from a special mug with an outline of the 
tale of West Virginia and a Cardinal bird on one side and a 
I Carbide hexagon on the other. It also happens that Debbie 

i 1 a pretty girl, that she recently graduated from Marshall II 
| ***** she Jtitt happened to Ire a majorette for the Thundering 

mart hlng b.mL Hut it isn't just happening that Hillbilly will 
h w mlng mmrw pretty girl* than one from now on, because we 
••••d Ur li uui Uncle Dick Henderson Is going lo comply 
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Search for the Elusive Word Hillbilly • 

At the West Virginia Day celebration in Parkersburg, the 
editor talked with Darrel Sheline about the origin of the word 
“hillbilly*” Mr. Sheline said that he had been Interested for 
years in authenticating the word and is first use, contending that 
it came from his native town of Dowaglac, Michigan. The editor 
asked him to put on paper what he knew about it and this is his 
compliance with the request. 

“According to either Michigan State College or the 
University of Michigan [I forget which], it started with a fanner 
named Wilbur Hill who lived just outside Dowaglac, Michigan 
[named after Chief Doe-wah-jack]. Wilbur Hill was supposedly an 
eccentric person who came Into town once a month to get 
supplies. People picked on him and he would take a bull whip to 
them or chase them with the bull whip [so the story goes]. People 
called him BUI Hill and later, Hillbilly. After his death, they 
named the hill where his farm was located, Wilbur Hill. It Is still 
called that to this day. 

“Dowaglac is my home town. My mother still lives on the :] 
same farm where 1 was born. Her farm is east of Dowaglac and 
Wilbur Hill ts south. 

“1 found that the people of Dowaglac know little or refuse to 
know any of this legend. When 1 was at a recent class reunion, 1 
made mention that they should authenticate it and then promote 
It. The reply was, barrel, if you like it so damn much, take it to £ 
West Virginia with you.’ I said, It is already there. 

“Since the third edition of Webster’s Dictionary gives the 
definition as a backwoods area person, may indicate that maybe 
Michigan was not so proud of it.” 











His Best by a Hare 

[n his latest masterpiece, Ray Harm has brought 
his art right to your back yard, or at least to Mr. 
McGregor’s cabbage patch, with another of his family 
portraits of the Animal Kingdom. This latest is the 
nbbit family, the darlingest picture ever designed for 
i wall. Of this 24 x 20 job [S80 framed from Hillbilly 
Bookshop] Ray says: Cottontails are named such 
because of their conspicuous tall of course. When they 
bound off In the near darkness [when they are most 
often about and feeding] the snow white tail is often 
°®ly thing the observer can see. Surely this aids 
or other rabbits in time of danger as a signal, 
fc in 06 lna * hear My where from two to eight fan ns 
^ m er and in the southern part of our country , t e > 
u "y h «ve three litters in a year. 



The Lore Called “Ramp 


When the Richmond Times*Dispatch printed a story on 
ramps in a recent issue, the editor assigned staff artist Martin 
Rhodes to Illustrate it. For its use we are Indebted to a former 
Webster Springs native, Charles Hamilton, who worked himself 
up to managing editor of the two Richmond dallies, and who is 
now retired to the golf course, the trout stream, and to the 
garden. He Is trying desperately to find time in his busy 
retirement to write for Hillbilly a biography of a fellow townsman, 
iht- late Paul Bunyon Criss, who had the enviable job of going 
*11 over the United States telling woodhlcks that the best ax in the 
world was the Kelly's axe which was made in Charleston. Mr. 
( rlw proved the sharpness of his axe by shaving any man who 
would let him. Among such brave souls that Hillbilly knows of, 
and who survived, were Ed Buck of Rlchwood, and Hans 
MrCottrl of Webster Springs. 
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Railroad Town 
Cass Will Live Again 
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* ,V€ Cass, the Pocahontas rail- 
u road town, seventy years ago 
. F ^as a thriving (umbenng town 
complete with operating mill 
and some 106 houses in which 
lived 450 people. Today s 
*, S population is only 35, and the 

Ij* State of West Virginia is 

f ’ getting ready to reduce the 

'j? town to zero population. 

The entire town’s 102 
d houses, 625 acres of land, and 

? * an abandoned saw mill were 

nd recently purchased for 1 *5 
er million dollars from the Don 

m Mower Lumber Company, by 

n g the state, which envisions the 

wn restoration of Cass to 1910 

he vintage* 

If the vision becomes a 
nd reality, the restored houses will 

jy become “second” homes for 

ls vacationers. The old mill will 

ho be a logging museum. The 

ce togging track will become a 

, r six-mile paved road between 

e t Cass and the Snowshoe Ski 

Resort, bringing an added 

in dimention to this vacation 

a paradise, 

m The state would auction off 
50-year, renewable leases for 
a the houses with the lease 

it hn!der responsible for restoring 

i the frame, two or three 

i bedroom structure to its 1910 

i appearance by installing “air- 
? bubble*’ distoration glass 
i sidewalks and picket 

* ftnccii The exteriors must be 
i -- 


ttr 

painted in a 1910 color scheme, bi 

The money for the purchase 
of the town came from the 
Federal Bureau of Outdoor ^ 
Recreation and the Appal*. ** 
chian Regional Commission. 

But the funds for me res R 
toration and laying of sewer n 
lines must come from the State 
budget. So far the Legislature R 
has not appropriated the $1 1 

million needed, l 1 

■ I 

The state already operates 
the Cass Scenic Railroad which 3 
attracts between 85,(XX) and * 
90*000 tourists a year who 
make the trip up Cheat Moun- * 
tain on the old steam engine 
logging railroad. According to 
present plans, when restora* 
non is complete, the Scenic 
Railroad will connect with the 
old Western Maryland Rail¬ 
road line and take passen¬ 
gers to Snowshoe from Cass 
via the Slaty fork access road. 
Everything now hinges on the 
appropriation of the necessary 
funds from the Legislature and 
meanwhile, the restoration is 
just a vision of a handful of 
supporters. 





Oil From Coal in a Hurry, 


But How Fast Is a Hurry 



“Oil From Coal — in a 
Hurry,” was the lead editorial 
in (he June 15 issue of "The 
Washington Post” as major 
news media and political 
leaders, aroused like the public 
by Jong gas lines* began de¬ 
manding government action to 
hasten production of oil and gas 
from coal. 

"During the last few 
months/ 1 said energy consul¬ 
tant Harry Perry at a June 19 
meeting of the ARC Energy 
Policy Guidance Council, 
we went from synthetics being 
a no-no to the point where 
everybody is scrambling to get 
there first.” 

Intercepted 
Coal Letter 

Spencer 

Charleston Gazette 
Charleston, W, Va, 

Dear Editor: 

I am writing this letter 
referring to the advertisement 
Why not coal?” which ap* 
peared in the Gazette on June 
26 How many of the 22 
• 'impanie* listed in this adver- 


Therc is general agreement 
that the U.S. has abundant 
coal to meet our energy needs 
for at least the next several 
centuries, that the technology is 
available to convert coal to oil 
and gas, that the United States 
will never again produce 
enough natural oil to meet 
its needs and that there is in 
place in the country billions 
of dollars of equipment which 
can burn only oil or gas, not 
coal. 

There seems to be general 
agreement that the sharp up. 
ward trend in the cost of im¬ 
ported oil will continue to the 
point that synthetic oil and gas, 
while not competitive now, will 
able to compete in price with 
foreign oil in the years 
ahead. 

Both government leaders and 
private specialists have been 
struggling with the problem of 
getting capital invested now in 
synthetic plants which will 
become competitive at some 
uncertain future date. Three 
categories of government ac* 
tion have been suggested: 

• Some form of federal 
investment of capital in synthe* 
tic plants* like those now being 
planned in Morgantown, 
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West Virginia, and Kentucky. 
Legislation is pending in the 
Congress to provide such capi¬ 
tal for the West Virginia 
liquefaction plant and the Ken* 
* u ^kj^gttifU:aliaii plant. 
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Old LildtS 

in a New Ju 


The Gnat and the Bull 

Upon a Bull's horn once there sai 
A consequential little Gnat. 

And. as he was about to fl v .n 

He buzzed unto the Bull. “GooH k j|3 

May I go now?” “You tinv ,$G8 

Said Bull, “I didn't know you'd come.’* 

Some people in their lives and | a ho« * 

la ' B " “ ,h "“ Cl ™ to <h,„ «i ghw 

The Mountain in Labor 

«r?.% L nowd 

And wondering what of all thin^ V ier 
«- mid 

A Mouse who ouo littfe squeak and £. 

The moral here is learned and occult— 

The bigger fuss, the smaller the result. 


The Shepherd-Boy and the Wolf j 
A Shepherd-boy beside a stream 
The Wolf the Wolf,” was wont to scream, 

And when the Villager appeared, 

Hr d laugh and call them silly-cared, 

‘pi , , at * Mt camc down the steep— 

r *^ c Wolf— my legs, my sheep!" 

lhe creature had a jolly feast, 

Quite undisturbed, on boy and beast. 

Fur none believes the liar, forsooth, 

Vr, i w heii the liar apraka the truth. 




uay. 


Where Has My Little Dog Gone? 

Oh, where, oh, where has my 
little dog gone. 

Oh, where, oh where can he be? 

With his tail cut short and his 
ears cut long. 

Oh, where, oh where can he be? 

« 

My little dog always waggles his 
tail, 

Whenever he wants his grog. 

And if the tail were more strong 
than he, 

Why the tail would waggle the 
dog. 


My. Bonnie 

My Bonnie lies over the ocean. 
My Bonnie lies over the sea. 
My Bonnie lies over the ocean. 
Oh, bring back my Bonnie to me. 
Bring back, bring back, bring 
back my Bonnie to me. 
Bring back, bring back, oh, bring 
back my Bonnie to me. 

Last night as I lay on my pillow. 
Last night as I lay on my bed. 
Last night as I lay on my pillow, 
I dreamed that my Bonnie was 
dead, 

Oh, bring back, bring back. 
Bring back my Bonnie to me, 
Bring back, bring back, 

Oh bring back my Bonnie to me. 

Funiculi, Funicula 

Some think the world is made for 
fun and flolic. 

And so do I, and so do I, 

Some think it well to be ail 
melancholic, 

To pine and sigh, to pine and sigh 
But I, 1 love to spent my time in 
singing, 




Polly-Wolly-Doodle 
Oh, I Went down South for to see 
my Sal, 

Sing Polly-wolly-doodle all the 
day. 

My Sally am a spunay girl, 
sing Polly-woodle-doodle all the 
day. 

Fare thee well, fare thee well, 
Fare thee well, my fairy fay, 
for I’m going to Louisiana, 

For to see my Susianna, 
sing Polly-woolly-doodle all the 
day. 


Long, Long Ago 

Tell me the tales that to me were 
so dear, 

Long, long ago, long, long ago, 

Sing me the songs I delighted to 
hear. 

Long, long ago, long, long ago. 

Now you are come, all my grief is 
removed. 

Let me forget that so long you 
have roved, 

Let me believe that you love as 
you loved, 

Long, long ago, long ago. 

***** 
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lS«T of the Greenbrier 

* .inuc Sunday operation of tr^. _ (Jk 

«<? 


w lJJI*™ * « cN « d 

Passion , dscB herr arK 

'"SSSSt -..*■ 
5 rr£;s/*S£ 

cSSUm to April. 1930 for 

OTrmissron to discontinue trams 
#H/ and #144. the evening 
y’s train from Uoncevcrte and 
sfc morning train from Durbin. The 
it. AaiJnud cited increasing Josses 
is in operating these trains and 
's improvement in local roads 
e maJting the need for them Jess 
s great. A Joss of 514,500 was 
i for 1929 and an estimated 
toss of 525,000 for 1930 based 
on the first months of the year. 
Judging by The Pocahontas 
Times the C&O's application 
was not unexpected nor strong- 
ly opposed. There was concern 
*boui those Irving north of 

w« 7 Lf or whomtiK train 

« « 7 n " nce; «P ress 

"e l“ IheSe j ,rl,ns «med 
27^7 Sunday ser- 


tinue Sunday ■ 

#142 and #143. tfa,n s 

The depression, a would h 
expected, caused a decline - 
freight traffic on the Gree^ 

brier. As indicated pre v ; ou 
local freight had declinli 

duringthe 1920 s with the 

ing of most of the major «» 
mills along the branch and in’ 
creasing competition 
trucks as roads improved. Onh- 
three large sawmills were i 
operation in 1930 and two of 
these soon closed. The Marlin 
Lumber Company m i|j at Sti| , 
well had ceased running on a 
regular basis by 1932 an d the 
Spnng Creek Lumber Comnan! 
closed its mill i„ I934. 0n7y “he 
big mill of the W.Va. Pulp and 
Paper Company at Cass con 
tmued to operate throughout 
the depression years. The 
Ta ”icry closed i n 
1930 and was to remain idle for 

*e depression' 
The Durbin Tannery remained 

iears^' duriri e these 


in 


autho T h ° ther pefiods your 


Vfls 

S*^ on e freight operating 
dav T? e **. d V e *cept Sun 

freioht * ^ cntlrc storv on 
trams, J7 ,c * “ s man > freight 
train* i? ft run as "c*tra" 
betw LHT Vvi : t ‘ ,hl ‘ difference 

,,f ic for m? i , ' ne - Jb,t ‘ * nd ,ht ’ 
|J A iU Mentioned in Pari 

vnaT “** 
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collision on D^J 

7 onc pewon dq 
other seriously i* 
Wood ^ bljndtdbff 
arove m front of tht J 
train at Bartow, foi 
injured and his l 
ence, was killed ini. 
On July 24 , 
lips, 14 , was hit i 
a train near 
asleep near tie B 
E, Sparkle. 36 , i 


similar way m 


1934 , He was KM 


below Watoga i 
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the "'"tUcsc^- '!’* Ai- 
vice »' „ on Sunday- * 

irains 10 ™",jl r o«d e° uld d 
thnugh 1[ K ‘ h first concern, 

nothing , x nrcss service 

changes » «£ “f„ c enabled 

on the he pu' <ra S # 2 

exp^ss to bP .. ht improve- 
and #143 with ‘ J“» To pro vide 
ment in arriV * (be c&O agreed 
Sunday thc r o hlr trains on Sun- 

l0 reduce the operating costs of 
jassenger service on the 

Jreenbrier was vl «° r0U g S ^ 
ipposed. In July ° f , 1932 
he Railroad sought authority to 
liscontinue trains #H2 and 
143 and provide passenger, 
nail and express service with 
:ars attached to daily freight 
rains. Hearings were held in 
Charleston and Marl inton on 


this matter. The outcome was 
that the C&O agreed to with¬ 
draw the request for mixed 
train service and in September 
was given permission to discon- 


diiring the 1Ws An ernplT 
ecs timetable for July W' 
gives only one freight operatin 
each way each day except S.., K 
day* Timetables, of course 
don’t tell the entire story 0n 
freight service as many frei cht 
trains are run as “extra** 
trains. However, the difference 
between this timetable and the 
one for 1927 mentioned in p art 
13 does show the decline of 
traffic. 

In July 1933 the Railroad 
asked the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to approve the 
abandonment of almost three 
miles of the Greenbrier Branch 
from Bartow to Winterburn. I 
have not yet found the exact 
date of the actual abandonment 
of this part of the Greenbrier 
line but assume it was not too 
long after the Railroad made its 
application. 

Although this decade was 
free from deaths of either pas¬ 
sengers or employees there 
were, tragically, deaths assoc¬ 
iated with train operations 
during this period. A car/train 
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FLAGS OVER WEST VIRGINIA 


PhEXOi Fuwi 

111 174'/, Marquil tic la Galiuanicrc, governor of Canada, 
stfiif Chevalier Pierre fc»cph Cdoron dc Bienville and 1 
par*)’ ot 250 irc*n*i in full panoply to claim die land on 
I null silica of ilit- Ohio River for the King of France 
Bienville plan led lead platej along the river. tOmc wav 
h hi nd at the mouth of the Muskingum in Marietta.} 
Bienville ami hia colorful pariy may have stood on the 
very site of dm huitdmg T It is mx definitely known 
whether Bienville flew the all while flag of ihe Bourbon 
Monarchy or the national blue flag with the gold fitter 
de hr. We like to think it was ihe latter because of the 
blue and gold West Virginia colors. 

BfciTtsff Flag 

The British flag soon supplanted the French flag in this 
territory. It was the “Meteor Flag" of “Old England" 
and was established by Queen Anne in 1707 a the Na 
1 tonal Flag. Thh was the flag served under by George 
Washington as an officer in the British Army. Lord 
Ptinsmorcs troops carried this flag past here on the way 
to Point Pleasant to battle Cornstalk and his Shawnecs. 
fi is not the same as the present day British flag. 

The G*am> Union Flag 


<aW on the Grand Union Flag} are ata on ihe Wash¬ 
ington coat of arms. The Wariu&gtoo coat <4 arm* beam 
siarm » wftl] as rtnpci, and is to be wen, on ihe tk»c taf 
Wessmgton (Washington} Manor in Lincolnshire, Fug- 
Sami. There the American Flag » flown evrfy tl*T- 
Bmish school children donated pennies to buy the ances¬ 
tral Washington Manor which was then given to the 
United States. 

Thts flag was first raised over Fon Stanwix on August 
hi, 1777 , When Vermont and Kentucky were admitted is 
states. Congress ordered that out flag have i*i swipe* ami 
15 stari. This flag was earned during the War fl iHii, 
and was the one Frances Scott Kc> uw when he w-j> in 
spired to write the Star Spangled Ba»i»er It wa asm 
seen that this design would become unwieldy as stales 
were admitted. Another Congre*«oi«l tummiUee was 
appointed. They referred the miller to Samuel Reid ol 
Connecticut, He advised thai the strips he limited tn 1 { 
and star* added as states were admitted His witr icwnl 
such a flag anti it was flown in Wishmgmn, ITC*, M 
April 13 , t 8 iS. 

Ths Sta** sno Bans 

This was the first national Hag '.o he adopted by i|h' 
Confederate States of America, i\ was first mwil in the 


The firs! American National Emblem, this flag as of ut¬ 
most importance to the history of the United Scales, 
When General George Washington took command of 
the Continental Army he found a disorganised multitude 
father than an army, Each unit marched under its own 
flag. Some units marched under the British banners 
which they had borne in the French and Indian War, 
Duwiubft and jealousy were rife. 

On October 20 t 1775, General Washington wrote to 
Congress urging the creation of one national flag* 
grew appointed a committee consisting of Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin of PennsyIvania T Col. Thomas Lynch of Caro- 
lina and the Hon, Benjamin Hamson of Virginia. Tim 
Lvnunittce (with the advice of an unknown Harvard 
professor) designed the flag within six weeks: for the 
Janron. the English Union Jack, made up of St. George s 
jn d Si Andrew's Crosses, and a field of thirteen a he r- 
ruielj led and white stripes representing the thirteen 
original colonies. The British Jack was included b«ausc 
J the even then reluctance to break entirely with the 
mother country. 

The In-.rwf raisin# of ihii flaK was January i, 1776. 
M PrrrtiK. I Hill. M., .ijihuwiis. Tire banner was nm up 
■ |K,lr. whirl, was I lie former m»sl of ., partially 

hurunt Itiilufi Shija—a iJRun salute boomed, our troops 
uujijttd irj attention, we became a nation. 

Tut Siam aw Smi'is 

0 T> (unf 11, 1777, Cong real of tlie United Stales pissed 
the folkmmg rrwlutiirfi: Rented, thm the fUg «/ f*r t f 
I** \e$ he t i Strtpet Jtrtnufr red amt white; 1 hat the 
■ * *, he t f St*n white am 4 N*t field, representing a 


Capitol t Monigomcry, Alabama, at lufirbCy March 4* 

Duong the w-tallcd "Hiatus Period" when the Sun 
of Virginia voted to join ihe Confederacy and the north¬ 
ern counties had not yet become West Virginia, this wav 
tiui flag. It was actually flown in Parkersburg. 

What is popularly considered the Confederate Flag 
was actually a battle flag. General Beauregard ordered ii 
after the first battle of Bull Run. The Stan and Bars 
looked at a distance too couch like the Stars and Stripe*- 


T he js-Sta* Fur. 

This flag commemorates ihe admission uf West Virginia 

to the Union, according to a placard at ihe State Muwum, 
Capitol Building, in Charleston. This flag was Jim flown 
when President Lincoln made his Gettysburg Addrett ar 
ihe National Cemetery, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 


West Vixenm Stati Flag 

We did not have a stale flag ur > Bil W 11ir Wc ? r 

trjnia delegation at the Si. Louis World', Fair \ooked 

with envy on other state flags. They 

State Seal—which bad been designed by a load citizen, 

Dis dr Barr—into our prac-r flag flew 

Th* fnlWimr veaf our legislature officially Bdoj t x 


Tire pAWtauMJWS City Flag 
Seniember, toyo, the Sesqui Centennial Cummuiee tn 

.junr.um wither P 3 A<^ » ChjM^ 

n.| a flag designing contest. Whet * u 

Iged, the winning design was ^ Unt L 

flag by JfaJ 


mw twmtteitMi*m. 

|| m rnrrallT that General Wanhington had 

* Kmd m ihi* fLg thf rrd ami white *in|ws 



West Virginia State Flag 

Wc did not have a state flag until 1904. The West Vir¬ 
ginia delegation at the St. Louis World’s Fair looked 
with envy on other state flags. They incorporated the 
State Seal—which had been designed by a local citizen, 
Diss de Barr—into our present flag and flew it proudly. 
The following year our legislature officially adopted it. 


n vu iik (i viiJian^V 


iiiuui iiiv^ lii^: aiaib duu atripCS- 


The 35 -STAR Flag 

This flag commemorates the admission of West Virginia 
to the Union, according to a placard at the State Museum, 
Capitol Building, in Charleston. This flag was first flown 
when President Lincoln made his Gettysburg Address at 
the National Cemetery, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 


The Stars and Bars 

This was the first national flag to be adopted by the 
Confederate States of America. It was first raised in the 
Capitol, Montgomery, Alabama, at sunrise, March 4,1861. 

During the so-called “Hiatus Period” when the State 
of Virginia voted to join the Confederacy and die north¬ 
ern counties had not yet become West Virginia, this was 
our flag. It was actually flown in Parkersburg. 

What is popularly considered the Confederate Flag 
was actually a battle flag. General Beauregard ordered it 
after the first battle of Bull Run. The Stars and Bais 
looked at a distance too much like the Stars and Stripes. 


The Parkersburg City Flag 

In September, 1970, the Sesqui-Centennial Committee in 
conjunction with the Parkersburg Woman’s Club spon¬ 
sored a flag designing contest. When the contest was 
judged, the winning design was submitted by John H. 
M. Richmond, a former resident of Lancashire, England. 
The flag was sewn by ^rs. Ross, who understandably 
was reluctant to change her name from Lucille to Betsy. 

History — couitcsy A. BnAUCHAMP SMITH. HI 






I feud Book 

' .^rtant book on Hat- 
.j {first h >as "an Ameri- 
ithe Englishman. T. C 

ulished in 1870 , reprimed 
J. P v Virginia Heritage " series 
fhe Hillbilly Bookshop 
-’tbte * - fhe Devil's Brigade " 
d) **' The book was reviewed 
\S&~ in his -West Virginia 

1931 anit { ^ e rev * ew was a 

p ' J follows as another link in the 

^ is made to tell the story of 
n * t famous mountain family 
L modem times in John L. 
YiTkc Devil’s Brigade, the Story 
jatield-McCoy Feud, (Brewer & 
t Sev York.) This book is very 
pJaee within definite lines, it is 
r fish nor flesh nor good red 
The author gives the historic 
t sony sordid chapter in 
a vicious Actionized treat- 
Noae of the sensational features 
lost in this telling, even the 
of catting off a cow 'a tail to 

finds its place in an ap- 
i chapter. 

of Devil Anxe Hatfield and 
a* told by Mr. Spivak, is a 
and dramatic one. Devil Anse 
41 * picturesque and jovial 
«>d other terma not nearly 
,f"l *» hi. and to hi» 
«y« «h.. aarrnl with thr 
m **J , ** U ^ generously, 

•^•eacteruatiou Mr. 
ft reader who 













mis tug as tlic red and white stripes 


Mtjr* t o*l mine* wvre opened and the 
f*v tlsiMb and McCoys that were left, 
t® the tyranny* Mr. Spivak, 
iwaar enJ mm era. Then, tinder the 
appin 11 of the industrial system, the 
oiaai mode common cause and the last 
of the Hatfield McCoy fend 
hiaoed out in the industrial war begin ■ 
wmc §m 1920 when seven detectives in 
the employ of the operators were shut 
demn 4t Mate wain. After this final taste 
of blood, it vrm*, all the old wounds 
were heal»i and peace was established, 
flul why it nw^ry to "kill” one 
of ihr officer* mho has since been, and is 
mam, a ninnlt^r of the police force of the 
my of Charleston T 


The author is a native of Connecticut, 
who has scon little of the world as a 
hobo, as a newspaper man. and in Soviet 
Russia Ilia contact with West Virginia 
and West Virginians has been brief. 
For a time he was at Williamson as a 
press correspondent, later at Charles* 
ton. Much of his material was taken 
from the ** thrillers 1 * of the middle nine¬ 
ties, sensational newspaper reports and 
perhaps a few biased statements from 
interested parties. To begin again at the 
beginning, it is not a book that is not 
wholly false or entirely true. But it 
one likes a bucket of bhiod to vary 
literary diet, her.- is a book that should 
satisfy the most discriminating 


A newspaper would have to 
he outfitted for color if it told 
the story of the display that the 
Elks Club of Parkersburg pul 
together as a part of the organi- 
tation's annual traditional cele¬ 
bration of West Virginia’s 
birthday , The display was foo 
polychromatic for a black a 
white camera m do it 

the story of the pag thanks to 
flown over the . h ' isl(>ri an A. 

the digging / f jj 0 J (Hat 
Beauchamp Smith iw J 

(own. 
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Sfc'SS'srt* as 

SS ^St^S S'', 


_ _ i u lie -■****■ * lllar t>ey 

*bere -hr '«M hi tw, m%ttr hmm 

,he ™ SS* 1 ?** mltE * with retell 7*“' -"S' to ** * th * il hrt 
» ill Thp family begin to iimbm ^ In ‘ 

litcd ^orncihlni M r % 5S2 .i JSS 1 *?* ^ 

their *nd her ^oiVct*. A.l>ce ^ ^ * he»4 unh 


ixion or |k. m iC —miL> Me lkl . 

£« SWSiKLM 


aj¥gggi<yis3; aay-gfsr sSrgr. *■*« S^'.'rtssr^ 

,1 _ I* 3 d ' tKWd u«k u. Ill hi tnh rnS 


' p*fE*w HM« + who ihiii Pin II CTr ™ 1|4 >whi 

i into - hwi. anil wild ii »v on Ms own fj 1tfl / , l,ltm '« «i' 
**■ ,,1, f[ w« « hljj day Ln bM ™ pfeJ t ^2hiiiTS* h * d 
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PtJS* *“ 
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' Wbirihm* h, M«| tt ' f <*. 
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“■*.,»* *h hilt trip* yeMrt 
d»S ' she went ihnNI L hit «m*. 


2"-, *■**■ Dim* hid ( h J h V™*L CVrn ™&duded lug, ami Mo~u ,i fpP ri 

SK-iSrSlSSiSi* jt-.-.i C7& SS 


Mu F. Morgan had 1 tiled j by marriage tdSrnneii'MSlii t 1 11 Thu ■» :nj 1 h. t//., g (wfrwTSSrtS^ W badhtg* 
ymiBg hoi in the nmi bloody PfoH r who 4™] burr wn., jht nun'* trill, nriKhbft: .hrhn s™ t l . 
ui he He h*il Allied i vmifiK Hed Eduard Grrronc He tmi ^ tflJLT Gtern* hive bvn ,..□( ’ L.i-' 4t tdl ihr 

jlrl 3fuf half itiHCtlcred her jis- hid died l%e «Mow lived wkh h| d comr ip hint rttour M,, ( Grrrh,.- hurw ^ h 

m- Hr * h^hel Into ,hc l- 0 Xe «d Mm * '"‘Z* ^ ^ iZ ^Twl 

anil vfm tM jW' haired tHdm t 4*u B h E rn of ^ ***** ’hr ^p™»» kw tot iSmS 

nonijit He hid donr » ■« tn mifTi^r, it'd J, mnw snn , ri wT'^ ^ k * vll ‘< Mwfcan ,., the dirt 

me vpJrt 4if if! hour and he did the second . “ a lJ le1 hlcn klwwl ^ ••‘T 1 w h^n lhr% irtumi‘d. one u 


thr vpi« «r an 
H *hrn evurt 


p"enTy C "Mo^rJ a ¥„ TherC t^* ? in " ^ Gr^nr. 

f g«1^ h r 4b ? 11 ** Mid i 


r _y ise d»f il Juuke wu quick the (i?*ri*rs He |jkv b# ' vf** 1 * . ^ -, --— 

|i(BlFi«flipili*Udi inku instinct- r ih*1 Jimmy^irould beffnUhL* 11 ^ JtnuB )f wnw MH|H 

(hip r»n months after eofh^ drop .nothing to o D ftm n 6 3 s . * iVP ? A Uu1 ' W<? ***' n al lltl 


ii,, _ VT -7’“*" unuoriVKIItUIIW, 

Oti^T \mSII^ Ut ™ hehupc* v^ctt, to 

CnWKtTh«ildtliiThlri. Gteenc hivr bill ,..n* 1 Jmr ^ ttw 
hid t o me ,p hint iWt Mur Greene h*w wT/ ^ JT 
fi*it i ttr>4se Kc rrftS fl* % ituZ dtr U^t 

I? ■*'“* 1 -P™i tow «ot Umet, 

Mrs-Greene (Dkreit in rte tin kivnig Mof K <d ,., ih* data 
him and lei him hdOWii irv>- Whrti ihey irtunud, one at 
thing happened, Mn. Greene, ihem Trnurt*il tkg ^ 
he ukl. <hdn i ***, tAy ^dldii i umletapMl it* 


'**»?*.S 


mining hk act of violence. 

In light of hbtan nn4 in the 


drop anything Eo go coon 
hunting 

He knocked on the door and 


5 £S SHfi’SS S5.‘S^ ; “ ^rjsscst'i 

tfawh*m.Kj*nbCMldttat»HPl he KCI hla gun and lecumpiny wun ‘| a strwtM feau«* he 'tharo halehet for hmm * 


Morjiiit lie supper niih ih e 
Greene r and «t wilh the ho- 

ity around \b* limp lhai 
tremng, He even oked ht«HV 


stepped mvsUir at lhr 

mention. (K Jimmy and wnti 
returned "5 hear Juu*y t«n- 
lfi(,' L hr u«d. 

There «m wuedbei bket ut 


i i rrjftf liigv the dkVs of Jack the 
UtaKT hill any min killed in 
i «£ii torfe cold bksxl u hid John 
mab f Morgan. 


~ nuv IU \ui nun Hill. I ms inc vieU rCn range t here wu. a 

he gel Ida gun and lecompany wun't a strange requekl be sh*rp halchet for Jimmy't 

Morgan down the road a piece nuK siity y Cir i B go in the kindling culling chore in Ihc 

*ntrt he did ifWfl treed. As cMatPLuniiita, the munch WDn jbai. Morgan reached U* 

IPtey wafted Uong Urmanl l he (he hulr of She men Wk the ha rebel. Mil hand daiped 

fore*! Morgan asked the boy Mali Ida |UiE Murgali off Slid Ihe handle, 

feboul the horse ule. Had they s h c w0 tiU cm his htir in (he My, but I hare ipcnt a lot 


foresi Morgan asked the boy 


TV froal was on ihe pumkin about the horse sale. Had they 


the fodder wt* in the shock got their momy? A* the hoy nunisg. Aad Moigaa west off of oi/hu , n thr« house/ hr 


OB [Jui memtng Of Mnvefflls^r J, Wilted ahead of him from time to sleep with Jimmy saiu to me gini incj chop ! 

*** JWd there wu murder m the totime. Morgan would raise hia The Death Angel musl have iniwer, IreiEing U u iinkn 


said to the girti. Ihry didp'l 


Van of Jofm F Morgan. Mr. gun co hii shoulder and pnent 
Mergu was pressed for It II was hard For Morgan 10 
mOOey A aum of Ukl T» needed moke up his mind right off. 
ftftdblh Mo. Greene, the After all this was to be his firsi 
kadi who had taken him OS I such act of violence. 


hor and kept him gave him a 
JfcWac wfcrp he left her form and 


“No, we haven'I jjol the 
money yet, But we H U have il 


(V fcaww for two 
ones,, and signed 


wife- He lomofTt?* /" 


Morgan. 

Immediately Morgan lout 


been on vacation ihat nlghl. rodVefiittotl, eapeilieg him Id 
because Jimmy awoke the n«l go on. MalUkU beat down fti 
morning, and"went out about open ihe mren dotw, Mmf*a 
his chores, bdt when he tame to struck her on Ihe held nith the 
(V hog slopping cmricEilum, hilchetuhefell tQ I hr floor. The 
which is meted aui io all llftlr com motion earned Alice to 
fellows ott ihc farm, the Death tttru. and « *hf did «. the 
Angel on the bill, Jimmy btoody hatchet W* her ^ ™ 
was bent uvet the pen, pouting the ikuil, The girli were e«- 


ju a mgu news, and signed immediately Morgan mt 
M i4 tVm away la* case V interest in the coons. "LeiT 
qmkii '1 pay the 00 boot on leave the dog: here oml we 
tMm anJr. JW raenry was due can gel him in the morning. J ' 

■ Phrenki \ and V dldfl“l ‘&un, r said Jimmy, 'll'* 
aaat h boe hi* horses Aftd hr ifreting datk anyhow Come on. 
*Ji> t ko»* |3^ 00 Vet's go 1 10 the hoaie and y«l 

Mm i d«U‘i g tom or* term «■ * rth *»■ Wc m°* P k ^ 
My rears ago m Jacismi of rou*n. V«a can sleep wuh 
*mM, , U nef omr, a nd Sim niJ " , 

r Wd I/, h«>r ■Vr mooes A It 1 !"* fb ,D Morgan s 

. ijj -nrtrd r»r ' Sure JimOn I don i 

a 7.r? mind. H r» *"*' Well sure 

mm *ooM h» »* h«t 1- ;V lH ger I hat «WH Hi i he nwirnnig 
M. ^ _.. . w .. Wim'l *r ii«iniv7 


tnd ihInlmg 
m| kr MS *■ 


the slop inle the trough for the 
grunting and squealing pig* 


dentU made id Sterner Huff 
than pfflit Jiramy Monlda « ** 


' 1 
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Then htl body «rnt limp, aod f «* n ^ 

slumped in a heap, a* the door, wd Nk* M*b* J*" 

hogs retreated al Ihe smell of bleeding 

K^ngh^L^mw^ 

sfeiinsisi a«5aS 

Stgsase-^ 

again upon IV boy s Vod dl, rwiaul 

When Morgan cime into lhe__ JJ^ZZJT—2- — | 

Farm For Sale 
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ru:," > 3 X* *—• i 

j .Sf^ ih> »*o w-.- » y?..*STL» 1 

( iJiirtn*. duu wdl. 

! „ «as«l iw*J ll»W. . - JT!r tt**W 







Talking to the Dead J 
on the Telephone 


A terribly skeptical kind of 
editor was the editor of the 
'*American Medicine** in 1921, 
who would doubt that the great 
Thomas A* Edison was in¬ 
capable of doing what he 
announced he would do, after 
inventing movies, lights and 
such* which was to com¬ 
municate with the dead, I say f 
just watch and see, Mr. Smarty 
Pants editor, and here's that 
scurilotis article you wrote: 

"But perhaps for the first 
time in the great inventor’* 
career the press have failed to 
deal with proper dignity and 
respect an announcement from 
the great man who has 
produced so many modern 
miracles. The press have 
preferred to deal with the 
matter in a humorous vein. 
That is perhaps due in a large 
part to Edison’s unfortunate 
choice of a medium for com* 
munic&ting with the dead — a 
telephone instrument. No man 
can refer to that instrument* 
after the experiences of the 
past year or two* without 
treating the subject humorous¬ 
ly in order to escape the 
tragedy of it. Thus* a French 
paper publishes a cartoon 
showing a man with a broad 
mourning band on his sleeve 
and a tragic expression in his 
face. 'Isn’t it just my luck?* he 
says to a friend. 'Just as I was 
congratulating myself on get- 
ling nd of my mother-in'law at 
kai r But. however unfortunate 
such « means of cum mu nit* ~ 
Hot My be for the living, it 
would be tufbmely more dis¬ 


appointing to the dead, r 
Imagine the departed, their 
spirit* calmly swinging from e 
sphere to sphere, enjoying the 
calm that has come to them 
after the wearing trials and ft 
tribulations of life on earth, t 
grateful for their escape from $ 
terrestrial noise, odors, and 
ugliness. Imagine them sud- r 
denly roused out of their calm v 
by the tinkling of a telephone- s 
bell. The wizard has an- i 
nounced that if his invention i 
fails to get a response from the 
spirit world he will feel 
convinced that there is no spirit c 
world * That* we fear, is a too t 
hasty conclusion. It is more t 
than likely that the celestial \ 
service is as bad as the service ^ 
in New York, ’Many are called, ^ 
but few answeris perhaps as i 
good a motto for spirit as well ! 
as earthly telephone systems* 
Edison may ring* the spirits 
may even be willing, but 
operators are the same the 
world over, and ethereal 
operators are not likely to be 
an exception. Why, therefore* 
the telephone* of all instru¬ 
ments? And just now* too, 
when there is every prospect of 
a substantial increase in tele¬ 
phone-rates/* 

• * * 

Wouldn’t it be a wonderful 
world if everyone were as kind, 
considerate and courteous as 
the guy trying to sell you a new 
cart —Martin BuibaunTs 
"Table Talk # * 
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80 Years Later 

The execution of John 
Spenkelink, the Florida inmate 
who killed a fellow driver after 
being sodomized, aroused out¬ 
rage in some quarters. Others, 
however, took a blither view of 
the affair. Members of the 
Jacksonville, Florida, police 
.. softball team celebrated the 

al event by selling T-shirts em¬ 

blazoned with a picture of an 
' r * electric chair and reading “1 

ac * down 133 to go.” [There are 

06 133 prisoners remaining on 

re Florida’s death row.] The 

shirts were peddled in order to 
nt raise money for a trip to a 

} softball tournament in New 

n * Orleans. —Saturday Review 
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THE DEVIL AND THE LAWYERS. 


The Devil came up to the earth one day, 

And into the court he wended his way. 

Just as the attorney, with very grave face, 

Was proceeding to argue the point in a case. 

Now, a lawyer his majesty never had seen, 

For to his dominions none ever had been, 

And he felt very anxious the reason to know 
Why none had been sent to the regions below. 

Twas the fault of his agents, his majesty thought. 
That none of these lawyers had ever been 
caught, 

And for his own pleasure he felt a desire. 

To come to the earth and the reason inquire* 

Well, the lawyer who rose, with a visage so grave, 
Made out hia opponent a consummate knave ; 
And Satan felt considerably amused 
To hear the attorney so badly abused. 

But soon as the speaker had come to a close, 

The counsel opposing him fiercely arose, 

And heaped such abuse on the head of the first. 
That made him a villain of all men the worst. 

Thus they quarrelled, contended, and argued, so 
long, 

Twas hard to determine which of them was 
wrong, 

And concluding he’d heard enough of the fuss, 
Old Nick turned away, and soliloquized thus ; 

J 4 They’ve puzzled the court with their villauous 
cavil, 

And, I in free to confess it, they’ve puzzled the 

Devil j 

tfv fcgf*jjtn were right to lei lawvom alone, 

I hiul them they’d swindle mo out of mv 
throne/* 


I aketi from U 
( foi*, by Kd win 
**■ fi«fity # N. Yi 


ie eelectiutm <j 
Charles l^otig, 


f J. G reen bag 

■ Utuvia, iuuic- 


Ied A Tribute To 
or A Man of God 
Ey HeV * Reed 

. i any churc b going people of 

tms present age Have no idea 
the Hardships endured bv the 
preachers of an earlier period of 
n a ttmc ' like Paul these earl\ 
in- ministers of the gospel had 
nd their share of misfortunes and 
r ill fl dversifies, in order to serve 
ig* tHe members of their churches. 
Each preacher of the country 
fiy churches usually had four or 
le five churches on his circuit. As 
it a result he could only reach 
|t each church every four weeks, 
gs Sometimes he preached at one 
id church in the morning and rode 
n several miles to preach in 
another in the afternoon, 
n On preaching day there 
might be a wedding to perform 
h or a baptismal service. Funerals 
d were also preached when the 
h pastor could he there* maybe 
i long after the deceased was 
f buried. 

I l remember one such service 
when I was very young, ! won- 
I dered why people were weep¬ 
ing, I couldn't see anthing to 
cry about. 

The sacrament (we called it 
The Lord's Supper ) was ob¬ 
served when the Presiding 
Elder visited the church. The 
elements consisted of home¬ 
made bread, and homemade 
grapejuice furnished by my 
mother. One goblet was used 
by all participants. No one ever 
got sick from it. 

fftc two outstanding 
preachers of my early years 
were P. Fisher and Dan 
Ander&on. Perry Fisher served 
our charge for fourteen years, 
and Dan Anderson for seven 
years They are the ones that 
stayed the longest, and are still 
netting influence In our lives, 
although they have passed on 

Lutig ago at Limrslnric t 

Feb. Raw. windy day, 
WfMi on hill to hi, Joseph's in 
afterruHiiffi, bought t 1 2 barrel 

“““■ *« jlitlt, . 


to a. better and less Ihujt 
doui land, long ago. 

They went into every home, 
usually eating a meal with 
each family Sometimes the 
fart was scarce, but thev 
piled their plates full of 
molasses and biscuits or beans 
and corn bread and ate heartily „ 

Once Perry Fisher was a 
guest overnight j n * humble 
home After retiring for the 
night he felt something cold at 
his feet. Calling to his host 
for a Lamp, it was discovered 
that he had a snake for a 
bedfellow , "1 didn't sleep much 
that night." he admitted as he 
fold the story. 

This wonderful pastor stayed 
in our home at nights during 
a revival meeting, and visited 
his pa ns boners in the day time. 
Revivals always lasted two 
weeks and sometimes three 
weeks. 

He had a good voice and 
people came to hear him 
sing, as well as preach. E 
have often heard him singing 
in bed before he arose. His 
voice and presence filled our 
home with love and gladoess. 

Dan Anderson also slept at 
our house. He never ate be¬ 
fore preaching, but ate a bowl 
of corn bread and milk before 
bedtime. We kept the corn- 
bread baked especially for him. 

At one time he had chewei 
tobacco. He kept it in the 
pocket of his overcoat hanging 
in the vestibule, along with the 
lanterns and overshoes. Once 
his small son remarked, "Dad 
you are not going to preach 
with that tobacco in your 
pocket are you?" That ended 
the tobacco habit. 

Those early ministers of 
the gospel rode through rain, 
snow and mud to their ap¬ 
pointments, Their efforts af¬ 
fected all our Jives. As one of 
(he very few left of that gener¬ 
al km, I can testify to Ihe good 
that they accomplished. 
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NOW YOU KNOW 


When Joseph H. Diss DeBar peopled the Great 
Seal at the behest of the first legislature in Wheeling 
in I$63 he didn’t jerk those two fellows out of thin air. 

He chose them from his neighbors in the 
Doddridge County town of St. Clare, settled by the 
seal designer, and named for his ailing wife. 

After years of research. Hillbilly has learned the 
names of the two men. and a little bit about one of 
them. 

The man on the right of the boulder is a coal 
miner, symbolizing the state’s important industry, 
which shows Mr, DeBar to have been quite a prophet. 

The man on the left is a farmer with an aie to 
clear his land and a plow to plow it with. 

The coal miner was Mr. DeBar’s neighbor Billy 
Patton. Hillbilly’s search for biographical matter has 
run up blind alleys. We can't tell you anything about 
him. 

We can tell you a lot about the farmer, though. 
His name is Henry Smith. The National Smith 
Association can add another name to its long list of 
celebrated Smiths. 

You can thank Mrs. Earl Sherman, of Dovlestown. 


The Gentlemen on the 
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• iv i'uh Mrs. Kart Sherman, of DiivluMuwn lf . , 
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The Time They Knocked a Hole in Cheat Ri 


ver 


Hi J*fT> Vih 

Of>t the grraiest pleasures 
d the days" in West 

Virgmia was tine telling of tall 
tales the more outlandish the 
better None was ever more 
iiLrti imng than the one told 
iooetime before the invention 
of the automobile about the 
time “they knocked a hole in 
the bottom of Cheat River/* 

'1 still tell that story/* Bo 
Rut. an antique car collector 
and service station operator in 
Tunnehoci said. “No one ever 
believes rt, though/* 

Bob got the story on good 
authon?) from the late Custer 
Pierce who wrote about the 
purported event in The Preston 
County Journal. The Pierce 
article appeared in the 1950% 
hut ti was based on the account 
as it once appeared in a Cum¬ 
berland newspaper. 


So the story goes, it hap- 
pened along the Cheat near 
Whet sell Settlement near the 
place where there' was sup¬ 
posed to be a gold mine. There 
was a picnic area there at the 
time, overlooking the Cheat 
River. 

High above the river, on the 
hillside there was a famous 
“teetering rock" and one day 
some boys decided they'd go up 
there and push it over. They did 
and it rolled ail the way down 
the hi|l T rumbled out over a 
shelf of rock and leaped right 
into the middle of the river with 
a great thud. 

It hit so hard it knocked a 
hole in the river bed and all 
the water ran out! 

The story never explains 
exactly where the water went, 
hut Bob says that supposedly 
there was a limestone cave 


beneath the nver at that point. 

Jf that s so. then the river 
must have filled back up again 
when the cave was finally 
filled with water. 

What a far-fetched tale! 

You think so? Well a recent 
news story in Upshur County 
brought the whole subject up 
again in my mind, and now Pm 
not so sure the taJe was a tall 
one. You see. the bottom did 
fall out of an Upshur County 
stream and the water did run 
out! 

It happened at Hodgevillc 
early Monday morning. July 16 
1979. 

During heavy rains and flood* 
ing the roof of an old mine 
shaft collapsed beneath a small 
stream, and with it the stream 
tlow was suddenly diverted 
into the shaft below. The hole 


occurred on the property of 
Herbert Swecker, 

Now, if you think this is one 
of your tales, understand that 
the verifiable U.S. Soil Conser¬ 
vation Service fSCS) and the 
Bureau of Surface Mining was 
called in to contemplate this 
mysterious occurrence and they 
eventually had to spend SJO.OOO 
to plug the hole. 

When it first occurred SCS 
officials were quite concerned, 
not only about where the water 
went, but where it might 
eventually reappear. The water 
finally hursi from the mouth of 
an abandoned shaft part way up 
Gum Mountain the following 
morning, July H* 

Two weeks later Limy 
Gasseday ot the SCS, “I*?* ™ 
Buckhannon reported Wat tnis 
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Watering Ip To Tote The Special 

A railroad buff's railroad buff is Col. James Bogle of Atlanta, 
' L Whose doolion I® West Virginia is shown with his 
nr” 8 i h,S papcr sInce I** Wrth, and his devotion to steam by 
He took rR ‘ n ‘ a w l , * c l 1 st iH has a little of its old steam left. 

«t the t a^r P . M re . I ° f Es - Readi "S R v No. 2102 taking »aier 
Special in 19*7 ar ,nl0n * n ort ^ er to tote the Greenbrier Road 
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The giant steam locomotive 
mmw which jailed the American 
npr Freedom Train cross-country 

• pa* during (he nation s Biecn* 
m. ir fennial celeb rat ion* \n 1975-76 
fight win reach it* finat resting place 
road* in Baltimore. Md. on tabor 

Day. 

Locomotive No, 2101* at one 
ttmc Ihc pride of the Reading 
Railroad. is being donated to 
& are the B&O Railroad Museum a* 
tvfce a permanent display by Ross 
E. Rowland, Jr., a New York 
■ ap City commodities broker who 
Am- rescued the steamer from a 
Gm- Baltimore scrap yard. Rowland 
Jim located No, 2101 on a scrap 
Rxwl heap in late 1974 and directed 
i the her restoration to running 
nger condition for the Freedom 
Tnla'a April J, 1975 kick-off, 
wlh the help of volunteers 
elected from the nation's rail 
fans. 

" u *, Pounder of the 

'* ton-profit American Freedom 
irwn Foundation and Chair- 

• * ..." tw'.ni'rf It 
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cerebration of the oldest r i 
road'* Semicentennial 

r U J' 3 ™ un <*„ uvc 

fire destroyed No. 2101 operat 

ing capabilities but not her 
appearance. Repainted in her 
American Freedom T rai() 
colors, the gianl 4-8-4 type coal 
burner will be given to the 
museum in a gala ceremony „n 
Labor Day attended by rail fans 
from across the nation, cor 
poratc and civic officials and 
other dignitaries. Hays T 
Watkins. Chairman of the 
Chcssic System, will accept 
title to No. 2101 from Mr. 
Rowland, 

In turn, another 4-8-4 loco* 
motive now on display at the 
museum, CM) No. 611. will be 
given to Rowland to be 
restored to operating condition 
for future excursion runs by 
I he Steam Locomotive Cor¬ 
poration of America- 
No, 2101 will be on display 
thereafter* along with her own 
mini-mu sen tn, a converted rail 
car packed with relics and 
memorabilia relating to her 
three-year career as America'* 
beat known and most-viewed 
Iron burse. 

'The HAO Mu sue tn was 
really the only place for her. 

Mr Rowland said “American 
railroading began right here on 
these ground* and the OtesMc 
System bus done an out at * 11 ^ 
ing job of assembling 
interpreting the llliesf 
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Twenty years ago, I, Jim Comstock, editor, publisher 
and owner of The West Virginia Hillbilly, started a 
monumental job, that of producing an encyclopedia of West' 
Virginia of 50 volumes, plus a 51st pictorial volume. The 
purpose of the work was to make it easier for kids in school 
to learn West Virginia in all its aspects of what? where? and 
when? and who?, and to make the job of teaching West 
Virginia easier. It was also designed to interest the West 
Virginia adult. 

The first 50 volumes of text were completed two years 
ago, several years off schedule, and all sets were delivered 
to the owners who purchased them as the work was in 
progress, and at progressive pricing. The first thousand 
sold for $100, the second thousand sets sold for $200, the 
third and last thousand sets sold at $400. 

A few sets remain to be sold, probably less than a 
hundred sets. 


PICTURE BOOK 

The West Virginia Picture Book was a kind of after 
thought* conceived after it was determined that a much 
larger size than the encyclopedia size would serve the 
purpose better. The final result was a 300-page book of a 
page size measuring 12 x IS inches. This volume was sold 
by advance sales at $25, and only encyclopedia buyers were 
permitted to buy them. 

The Picture Book has now been completed and all 
adv ance purchasers have received their copy or copies. The 
general public, meaning non-buyers of the encyclopedia, 
are now entitled to buy as many copies as they wish as long 
as they last at $25. It is estimated that there are 300 copies 
of the Picture Book remaining to be sold. 





1876-1976 BOTTLES 

A special gift was offered to advance purchasers of 
the Encyclopedia, a choice of one or two Commemorative 
bottles with the West Virginia state seal in has relief in the 
side. One Is a replica of the water flask George Washington 
carried with him when he was a part of the Winning of the 
West and a frequent visitor to West Virginia, priced at $8. 

The other bottle was a replica of the famous Booz 
bottle, or “cabin bottle,” with bas relief of the state seal on 
the back side of the cabin. It is priced at $50. 

After October 1st these bottles will be made available 
to encyclopedia buyers. 


SPIN-OFF VOLUMES 

Ail of the supplemental volumes of the Encyclopedia 
[bat not volume 9] were spun-off, that is volumes that the 
publishers felt buyers might want additional copies of 
as gilts to give without breaking their set, or non-buyers 
might want without buying a complete set, were printed in a 
brown building to contrast with the green of the sets, and 
were sold to advance encyclopedia buyers at a 50% 
discount. On October 1st this offer will be withdrawn and all 
purchasers will pay the set price. 
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The Time Bob Byrd Fiddled To The Fish 
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It was really only around the 
(outer from where 1 tiu most of 
Mfl* in the buck of the 
iKHiisiorc. to Pieri's Res¬ 
taurant inn Lounge that J 
„ent. and it wouldn't be 
inching to write about at all 
lH1 |v here In a booth is Bill 
Harttsbargcr silting and eating 
a fish sandwich, something 
eYervbody is good here, 
jsid reading the newspaper. 
Nobody in Richwood pays 
Pkri's the respect they should 
by Frenchifying the pronuncia¬ 
tion. but saying Perry’s which 
a no distinction at all. But it is 
a good place to go for coffee- in 
the afternoon, or for something 
stronger upstairs and a good 
dinner at night, and T usually 
drop in here of the after- 


I am surprised 10 see Bill 
Hamsburgcr still in town, 
knowing that it is the Cherry 
River Navy Festival that brings 
him here once each year, in 
August, but he usually leaves 
the same day or the neat, I 
<Ade tmn the booth beside him 
aad tell him to order anything 
mere he trams as it’s on me 
because when >uu can sit with 
Haras barge r. and you are 
*£> kind of a newspaper man 
« a& jpoia irr going to find any 
t *4 of meal t% worth paying 
far because Bill never leaves 
yw* * shout having left one of 
^ wma l aioftes 

t up, and way*, "Oh. 
hJ up he dwtn't 
f fa* anything more, that 
fal tawlmfc ks filling 

hr had 

4 hr beeps hit 
hr'i reading, 
I Ht is a imi tlofy 


■ my Tf* he *#y*. 
"I hr Mr* "OW I Wf 
| I mm ihc «w wtw» 


way between bragging and 
owning up to something, and L 
smell a story here, and 1 tell 
him no. t didn't know he was 
the one who launched Bob 
Byrd on his musical career, 
and I'd love to hear about it. 
And then I let him talk, 
slipping a few notes with the 
blue proofreading pen on the 
edge of a galley proof, I d 
brought along to read, 

"It was at Beck ley, and t 
really don't remember how 
long ago It was. hut I do know 
this, the time had something to 
dio with Bob Byrd being 
twenty-one years old. Maybe it 
happened on his 21st birthday, 
which Is the way 1 remember it 
maybe. Anyhow, 1 was the 
producer of an hour show on 
Station WJLS, the call letters 
of which were, as you know, 
for Hulett Smith's Congress¬ 
man father Joe L. Smith, who 
owned the station. The way 
WMMN in Fairmoni is for 
Senator Mat Neeley, and 
WrilS in Blue field is for 


Senator Hugh Ike Scon Dtd 1 
ever tell you about the time 
Hoke Ike . . T" 

1 stopped him on that. 
deriding that was something 
for another time, and got him 
hack on the subject at hand, 
which was how he launched the 
musical career of Senator Byrd 
for wham there isn't a 
Station WRCB, Ot yet there 
isn’t, 

"Oh, yes. 1 had an hour in 
the afternoon, a thing called 
The Kopper Shopper which 
gave any Kopper* employee — 
that's a coal company, you 
know — a chance to show off 
hi£ lalents and between the 
acts to tell the Raleigh and 
Fayette and Wyoming and 
even Mercer Counti&ns lhat 
Kopper shopping was the best 
thing anybody could do, Thai 
was back in those awful 
Depression days, and lo make 
ends meet a man had to do a 
lot of moon lighting. 1 served us 
coach for Pan High School. I 
wrote some for one of the 



Vtulnf ftidierl Byrd 
At fay Oh tmirrvnl 


Fayetteville papers. And 1 had 
this show', all going at one 
lime. And, as 1 said, i would 
put on the show anybody who 
had any talent ai all- And even 
people without talent, as long 
as they were connected with 
Koppers Stores . 

"One day one of the store 
managers came to me and said 
he would like for me to give a 
young man a chance on my 
show. Fellow named Bob ByTd 
he said. who. he said, played a 
pretty mean fiddle. I said, 

sure! send him up. and 

eventually Bob showed, came 
in carrying his violin in a case, 
and played a tunc or two, ami 1 
said. Okay. Vou are on. And he 
was plenty good, or was 

compared with the talent 1 had 

been getting. He come a 

number of tiroev and one day 
he camc in with this fellow■ 
and to thi* day l can t 


remember ht* name oi who he 
was,, and I just wonder if he t% 
still living 

Bob Bynl introduced me and 
1 remember U was a bit 
awkward shaking hands with 
him because he living to 
balance a bowl of gold fish ami 
not slop any of the water out, ! 
said to Bob, what kind of * 
show did he have lot me ihk 
time, and he *atd. Bill. 1 have 
something a little different. 
Tom here twe'll call Him TonlJ 
is going to swallow theic three 
goldfish while I play Over the 
Waves and while you narrate 
it I don't know whether you 
remember or not. hut swallow¬ 
ing. goldfish at thdi time was 
something of a craze, Started 
in some dim college, and 
became quite a lad there for a 
time. 

"Well, we did It. Tim fellow 
scooped a go 111 fisli fmm the 
bowl and held il high above tm 
turned up lnci.% and let it down 
slowly into his mouth, and then 
gulped, Vou could see It going 
down. And did it (wo mare 
times. Anti here was Bob Byrd 
playing Over the Waves and l 
was describing it to the 
audience of the air. Craziest 
thing I ever did, 1 suppose, and 
1 doubt if Bob Byrd's done 
much crazier." 


1 go! ready to leave and 
picked up Bill's check and 
started toward the eashiAr 
He siopped me. "The ether 
day Bob Byrd came to Mar*ms- 
burg to dedicate a new 
budding there* and I got to see 
him and shake hands with him, 
and 1 said. Senator we've come 
a long lime since that day 
when you played Over the 
Waves while vhat guy swaV 
lowed those three goldfiah 
h.v«*< «*» 

unnrW l*c 0 * “ ” , 

he would UVc hi <"«*'* ,hM 

reside in Wi We- 



EIH TOR ON THE GO 
The Time Bob Byrd Fiddled To The Fish 


m 

k h really only around the 
■ ctinKf from where 1 do most of 
I —> *ort, in the back of the 
| bookstore, to Pieri's Res- 
r tauran* and Lounge that 1 
r vent, and if wouldn't be 
t Anything to write about at all 
here In a booth is Bill 
iresbarger sitting and eating 
t fish sandwich, something 
says is good here, 
reading the newspaper. 
Nobody in Rich wood pays 
the respect they should 
by Frenchifying the pronuncia¬ 
tion, but saying Perry's which 
a no distinction at all. But it is 
a good place to go for coffee in 
the afternoon, or for something 
wronger upstairs and a good 
dmner at night, and 1 usually 
drop in here of the after- 
noons 

I am surprised to see Bill 
Hamsburger still in town* 
Rowing that it is the Cherry 
Bivcf Navy Festival that brings 
mm here once each year, in 
August, but he usually leaves 
^ s * ,ne day or the neat* 1 
wide into the booth beside him 
andjdl him to order anything 
he wants as it's on me 
when you tan sit with 
namsbarger* and you are 
of a newspaper man 


way between bragging and 
owning up to something, and I 
smell a story here, and I tell 
him no. I didn't know he was 
the one who launched Bob 
Byrd on his musical career, 
and I'd love to hear about it* 
And then 1 let him talk, 
slipping a few notes with the 
blue proofreading pen on the 
edge of a galley proof* Td 
brought along to read. 

**lt was at Beckley* and I 
really don't remember how 
long ago it was* but I do know 
this* the time had something to 
do with Bob Byrd being 
twenty-one years old. Maybe it 
happened on his 21st birthday, 
which is the way I remember it 
maybe. Anyhow. I w-as the 
producer of an hour show r on 
Station WJLS, the call letters 
of which were* as you know, 
for Hulctt Smith's Congress¬ 
man father Joe L, Smith* who 
owned the station* The way 
WMMN in Fairmont is for 
Senator Mat Neeley* and 
WHIS in Bluefield is for 



Senator Hugh Ike Scott, Did 1 
ever tell you about the time 
Huke Ike *.,?*' 

I stopped him on that, 
deciding that was something 
for another time, and got him 
back on the subject at hand* 
which was how he launched the 
musical career of Senator Byrd 
for whom there isn't a 
Station WRCB. Or yet there 
isn't* 

" l 0h* yes* 1 had an hour in 
the afternoon, a thing called 
The Koppcr Shopper which 
gave any ICoppers employee — 
that's a coal company, you 
know — a chance to show off 
his talents and between the 
acts to id! the Raleigh and 
Fayette and Wyoming and 
even Mercer Countians that 
Ktopper shopping was the best 
thing anybody could do. That 
was back in those awful 
Depression days* and to make 
ends meet a man had to do a 
lot of moonlighting. I served as 
coach for Pa* High School, l 
wrote some for one of the 
Fayetteville papers. And I had 
this show, all going at one 
time. And, as 1 said, 1 would 
put on the show anybody who 
had any talent at all. And even 
people without talent, as long 


remember his name or who he 
was, and I just wonder if he is 
still living. 

Bob Byrd introduced me and 
1 remember it was a bit 
awkward shaking hands with 
him because he was iryhtg to 
balance a bowl of gold fish and 
not slop uny of the water out. I 
said to Bob, what kind of a 
show did he have for me this 
time, and he said* Bill. I Have 
something a little different, 
Tom here fwe'll call him Tom) 
is going to swallow these three 
goldfish white I play Over the 
Waves and white you narrate 
it. 1 don't know whether you 
remember or nor. hut swallow¬ 
ing goldfish at that time was 
something of a craze. Started 
in some dizzy college, and 
became ijuitc a fad there for a 
lime. 

’■Well, we did it. This fellow 
scooped a goldfish from the 
bowl and held it high above his 
turned up face, and let it down 
slowly into his mouth* and then 
gulped, Vou could see it gmng 
down. And did it two more 
times. And here was Bob Byrd 
playing Over (he Waves and 1 
was describing it to the 
audience of the air. Craziest 
thing f ever did* I suppose* and 
■ f u,.h xturH k < done 


pt it ill Bui H i\ 

__n-d pljur BO go far cotter in 
^ a tftrnNfean. of for something 

trnHigff upvtair* ifid d giHK) 
dmnrr At night. And I usually 
m here of the after- 

I ant surprised to see Bill 
K«m«huTger *ittU in town, 
iaowiRg that it is the Cherry 
Rr%or Nov Festival that brings 
turn here once each year, in 
4 j^l '■!. but he usually leaves 
the same da* or the neat, 1 
rfiA> into the booth beside him 
ind tell him to order anything 
mote he wants as it's on me 
because when you can sit with 
Bill Hamsbarger, and you are 
ain kind of a newspaper man 
it ail you arc going to find any 
kind of meal is worth paying 
for because Bill never leaves 
you without having left one of 
hit unusual stories. 

Be looks up. and says* "Oh. 
beflo*" and says he doesn T t 
care for anything more* that 
the fish sandwich is Tilling 
enough, and besides he had 
had a salad, and he keeps his 
finger on what he's reading, 
which t see is a news story 
about Senator Robert Byrd, 
That’s my man," he says, 
and then he says* "Did I ever 
leU you that 1 am the one who 
got Bob Byrd started on his 
musical career?" 

He asks the question half 



is going to swallow these tbre* 
goldfish while I play Over ihc 
Waves and while you narrate 
ft- I don't know whether you 
remember or nor, hut swallow¬ 
ing goldfish at that time was 
something of a crare, Started 
m some dizzy college, and 
became quite a fad there for a 
time, 

"Well, we did it. This fellow 
scooped a goldfish from the 
howl and held it high above his 
turned up face* and let it down 
slowly into his mouth, and then 
gulped. You could see it going 
down. And did it two more 
times. And here was Bob Byrd 
playing t)ver the Waves and l 
was describing it to the 
audience of the air. Craziest 
thing 1 ever did, 1 suppose. and 
l doubt if Boh Byrd's done 
much crazier." 

L got ready to leave ami 
picked up Bill’s check and 
started toward the cashikr 

He stopped me. "The ether 
day Bob Byrd came to Mai*inv 
burg lo dedicate a new 
building there, ami 1 got t° sec 
him and shake hands with him, 
and I said, Senator we’ve come 

a lone time ,ha * *?* 

when you pUyed ° ve> ‘''f 

WiV « wbtte «« W**EB 
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, pnitide \n hi* u ' e ' 


Senator Robert Byrd 
As seen by the kiwwcit 
OlHphuii. 




